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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) lor the following reasons; 
Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3* I I Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See extra sheet. 



(ZD As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

^ DD As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

3. □ 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest 



□ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in 
this international application, as follows: 

In order for a group of inventions claimed in claims to satisfy the 
requirement of unity of invention, th'eremustbe special technical features 
for linking the group of inventions so as to form a single general inventive 
concept. In this connection, it appears that the inventions claimed in 
six independent claims, namely, claims 1, 9, 10, 13, 14 and 15 and claims 
dependent therefrom are linked with each other only in the matter 
"electrode comprising a metal-bearing carbon and a binder". 

However, this technical matter cannot be special technical features 
because it is described in the following references (1) to (9) and (10) 
and publicly known. 

Consequently, there exist no special technical features for linking 
the group of inventions claimed in claims 1-15 so as to form a single 
general inventive concept. Therefore, it is apparent that the group of 
inventions claimed in claims 1-15 do not satisfy the requirement of unity 
of invention. 

Now, the number of inventions, i.e. , number of inventions linked with 
each other so as to form a single general inventive concept, claimed 
in the claims of this international application will be studied. 

Although the claims of this application involve six independent claims 
among which claim 10 is common with claim 13 and claim 14 with claim 
15 in relating to a photoelectric conversion device or an electronic 
apparatus, this matter is also indicated in References 1 and 2 and other 
literature and nothing but one publicly known.. On the other hand, with 
respect to dependent claims, claim 6 is common with claim 7 in relating 
to a specific surface area of carbon. As a result of study taking these 
into account, it is found that there are recited 11 invention groups 
of: 

A: claim 1, claim 2 dependent from claim 1 and claim 3 dependent from 
claim 2, 

B: claim 4 dependent from claim 1, 

C: claim 5 dependent from claim 1, 

D: claims 6 and 7 dependent from claim 1, 

E: claim 8 dependent from claim 1, 

F: claim 9, 

G: claim 10 and claim 11 dependent from claim 10, 

H: claim 12 dependent from claim 10, 

I: claim 13, 

J: claim 14, and 

K: claim 15. 

As there is no "special technical feature" common to any two or more 
of the groupings A-K, it appears that the claims 1-15 involve at least 
5 inventions, (to be continued) 
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